
Braunston Ringers 
Tower Captain’s Report – February 2018 
 
The Bells and Fabric. 
 
The bells are in good working order. 
 
We have had to replace two stays during the year, one each on #3 and 
#5 bells. A cracked or broken stay is a common problem when teaching 
a new learner until they have acquired a basic level of skill in controlling 
the bell. To replace stays we have a store of wooden blanks which are 
obtained through the local guild, these are then trimmed to size and 
fitted by the ringers.  
 
No other repairs have been necessary this year. 
 
The ropes are now some years old, but still in good condition and 
showing few signs of wear and tear. 
 
 The bell chamber has not been cleaned out for a few years and there is 
now a significant accumulation of twigs and other debris that has been 
deposited by our industrious Jackdaws during nesting time. A working 
party of the ringers will be organized later in the year to tidy things up. 

 
The improvements to the wiring for the ringing chamber are very 
welcome, the repositioning of the light switch to the chamber door is 
much safer.  Some further changes are outstanding since it is still 
impossible to have both heaters on in the ringing chamber without 
tripping the breaker. 
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The Ringing Band. 
 
Unfortunately, one of our more experienced ringers has had to give up 
most ringing for health reasons. However, with assistance from a couple 
of helpers from other towers, we still have seven experienced ringers 
who can ring regularly for Sunday service. Although numbers can reduce 
because of holidays etc, this has meant that we have been able to ring 
for all services and weddings during 2017, even if on odd occasions we 
have been reduced to only ringing 4 or 5 bells. 
 
The size of our band is good especially when compared to many other 
local towers who struggle to find enough ringers. We are conscious that 
in the long term we need to try and recruit more learners to maintain 
our numbers. 
 
Attendance at Thursday practice sessions is very good, with all the 
Sunday ringers coming regularly. Two learners have dropped out during 
the year for personal or work-related reasons, which is disappointing. 
However, a third learner from Ashby, who started before Christmas, has 
come on very quickly and has just started ringing on Sundays. 
 
Practice during 2018 will have two main objectives; first to bring on our 
remaining learner as quickly as possible; second to increase the number 
of different methods that we can ring well enough for service ringing.  
 

Finances. 
 
As usual the tower secretary will provide detailed accounts separately, 
suffice it to say here that the tower funds have a healthy positive 
balance. 
 
 


